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We are delighted that the 2012 AATS Aortic Symposium
and the 92nd AATS Annual Meeting were both tremen-
dously successful. The Aortic Symposium, which took place
in New York City on April 26 and 27, was filled to capacity,
reaching a record high with over 1000 registrants, whereas
the Annual Meeting, which took place from April 28 to
May 2, 2012, in San Francisco, CA, attracted over 2600 car-
diothoracic surgeons and other professionals specializing in
the care of cardiothoracic patients. The newly added Annual
Meeting sessions, ‘‘Transcatheter Therapy and Collabora-
tion: Defining Our Future’’ and ‘‘Surgical Robots: Technol-
ogy Bazaar,’’ were well received by attendees. A Web cast
of the Annual Meeting program will be available on the
AATS Web site (www.aats.org) this June.
Rounding out the educational experience was the exhibit
area featuring the Cardiac Hybrid OR, Thoracic Hybrid
OR, and Hybrid ICU. These Hybrid Technologies were
multipurpose interventional operating room suites that dem-
onstrated how to integrate digital imaging diagnostics, as
well as radiologic, catheterization, and surgical capabilities.
Participants took advantage of the exhibit area to discuss
business with representatives of over 100 companies, view
new innovations in the field, and access over 50 presenta-
tions available for the first time on the Presentation on
Demand System (PODS).
Highlights of the meeting included;
 The Presidential Address by Dr Craig R. Smith titled
‘‘To Model Excellence.’’
 The Basic Science Lecture by Dr John E. Bares titled
‘‘Will a robot take your job?’’
 The Honored Speaker Lecture by Dr Mehmet C. Oz ti-
tled ‘‘Medicine in the Media.’’
 Dr Hiroo Takayama received the Dwight C. McGoon
Award, which is given annually by the Thoracic Sur-
gery Residents Association (TSRA) for ‘‘Excellence
in Resident Education.’’
 The 15th Annual C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum
Award was presented to Dr Jessica Yuh of the Univer-
sity of Colorado for her outstanding abstract submis-
sion, manuscript preparation, and presentation.
To see more meeting highlights, view the AATS Daily News
at http://www.thoracicsurgerynews.com/aats-annual-meet
ing.html, the 1-stop source for all of the San Francisco meet-
ing coverage.
At its Annual Executive Session on May 1, Dr Hartzell V.
Schaff was inducted as the Association’s 93rd President.
Additionally, the AATS Membership elected the following
members to positions within the AATS Council.288 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surg Dr David J. Sugarbaker of Boston, MA, President-
Elect;
 Dr Pedro J. del Nido of Boston, MA, Vice President;
 Dr Thoralf M. Sundt III of Boston, MA, Secretary;
 Dr Marc R. Moon of St. Louis, MO, Secretary-Elect;
 Dr Duke E. Cameron of Baltimore, MD, Treasurer;
and
 Dr J. William Gaynor of Philadelphia, PA, and Dr.
Jose Pomar of Barcelona, Spain, as Councilors, join-
ing Drs Joseph S. Coselli, Shaf Keshavjee, Craig R.
Smith, and Lars G. Svensson to form the 2012-2013
AATS Council.
The membership endorsed the following actions together
with appropriate bylaw amendments based on the recom-
mendations of the Council:
 Elected the following 46 surgeons to Active member-
ship:ery cB Atsushi Amano, MD, Tokyo, Japan
B Rakesh Arora, MD, Winnipeg, MB, Canada
B Craig Baker, MD, Los Angeles, CA
B Ke-Neng Chen, MD, Beijing, China
B Frank D’Ovidio, MD, New York, NY
B Yves d’Udekem, MD, Parkville, Australia
B Elie Fadel, MD, Le Plessis Robinson, France
B Darren Freed, MD, Winnipeg MB, Canada
B Richard Freeman, MD, Indianapolis, IN
B Alessandro Frigiola, MD, San Donato, Italy
B Rune Haaverstad, MD, Bergen, Norway
B Jonathan Haft, MD, Ann Arbor, MI
B Hitoshi Hirose, MD, Philadelphia, PA
B Jennifer Hirsch, MD, Ann Arbor, MI
B G. Chad Hughes, MD, Durham, NC
B Edward Kincaid, MD, Winston Salem, NC
B Robert Kleinloog, MD, Durban, South Africa
B Alexander Krupnick, MD, St Louis, MO
B JaeWon Lee, MD, Songpa, Republic of Korea
B Ricardo Lima, MD, Recife, Brazil
B Dan Lindblom, MD, Stockholm, Sweden
B Philip Linden, MD, Cleveland, OH
B Kevin Lobdell, MD, Charlotte, NC
B Michael Madani, MD, La Jolla, CA
B Bohdan Maruszewski, MD, Warsaw, Poland
B David McMullan, MD, Seattle, WA
B Ari Mennander, MD, Tampere, Finland
B Susan Moffatt-Bruce, MD, Columbus, OH
B Hani Najm, MD, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
B Francis Nichols III, MD, Rochester, MN
B Chukwumere Nwogu, MD, Buffalo, NY
B Mark Onaitis, MD, Durham, NC
B Orlando Petrucci, MD, Campinas – SP, Brazil
B James Quintessenza, MD, Saint Petersburg, FL
B Ehud Raanani, MD, Tel-hashomer, Israel
B Olaf Reinhartz, MD, Stanford, CA
B Evelio Rodriguez, MD, Greenville, NC
B Eric Roselli, MD, Cleveland, OHJuly 2012
AnnouncementsB Christian Schreiber, MD, Munich, Germany
B Matthew Schuchert, MD, Pittsburgh, PA
B Malakh Shrestha, MD, Hannover, Germany
B Wilson Szeto, MD, Philadelphia, PA
B Shuichiro Takanashi, MD, Tokyo, Japan
B Elaine Tseng, MD, San Francisco, CA
B Sai Yendamuri, MD, Buffalo, NY
B Ricardo Zalaquett, MD, Santiago, Chile
 An AATS Reorganization, which expands the Associ-
ation’s structure by:
B Increasing the number of members on the Education
Committee to include 2 permanent international
members;
B Creating a new International Advisory Committee
to help strengthen AATS collaboration and mem-
bership abroad;
B Enhancing the focus of the former Web Committee
(Technology Committee) to include newer technol-
ogies for the publications, Web site content and the
Annual Meeting media;
B Formalizing a Didactic Committee, which is respon-
sible for setting up the didactic session of the Annual
Meeting;
B Expanding the focus of the Publications Committee
to include oversight of the management and busi-
ness of all 5 AATS publications; and
B Increasing the number of members of the AATS
Graham Research Foundation Board.
 Approval of San Diego as host for the 2018 Annual
Meeting and Toronto as host for the 2019 Annual
Meeting.
 Continued development of the AATS Leadership
Academy program by sponsoring a Surgical Leader-
ship Roundtable for existing North American Division
Chiefs and Advanced Leadership Program with Bran-
deis University for up to 30 surgeons.
 Establishing a new 2-day stand-alone AATS Focus on
Thoracic Surgery: Lung Cancer course to be held No-
vember 2012 in Boston chaired by Drs Alec Patterson
and David Sugarbaker.
 Expansion of the AATS international educational out-
reach by agreeing to participate in a course conducted
by the Turkish Society for Cardiovascular Surgery.
This is in addition to ongoing joint participation in pro-
grams with EACTS, ESTS, JATS, and the Asian Soci-
ety for Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery
(ASCVTS).
 Development of a course for cardiothoracic surgeons
during the annual TCT meeting.
 Approval of 2 AATS Mitral Conclave Workshops, led
by Dr David Adams, one which took place during the
ASCVTS Meeting in Bali, Indonesia, and the other toThe Journal of Thoracic and Catake place this September in Nagano, Japan, as part of
the JATS Meeting.
 Continuation of the AATS Aortic Symposium in 2014
in New York immediately preceding the AATS An-
nual Meeting in Toronto with Dr Joseph Coselli serv-
ing as codirector.
 Continuing the partnership with the American College
of Cardiology (ACC) by extending the annual Heart
Valve Summit in Chicago in 2013 and 2014.
 Approval of AATS Lung Cancer Screening Guidelines
as drafted by the association’s new Guidelines Com-
mittee.
 Continue the In Vivo Models Course led by Dr Bart
Griffith and the Grant Writing Workshop led by Drs
David Jones and Joseph Woo in March 2013 in Bos-
ton, MA.
 Continuing the self-nomination mechanism to in-
crease member participation in a variety of Associa-
tion activities. These self-nominations are essential
for populating the organizational Committees, Edito-
rial Boards, and representatives to other affiliate
organizations.
Please make plans to attend the 93rd Annual Meeting of the
American Association for Thoracic Surgery to take place at
the Minneapolis Convention Center, Minneapolis, MN,
May 4-8, 2013, immediately after the 2013 AATS Mitral
Conclave meeting (May 2-3) in New York, NY2012 Heart Valve Summit: Medical, Surgical,
and Interventional Decision Making
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Program Directors:
David H. Adams, MD, FACC
Steven F. Bolling, MD, FACC
Robert O. Bonow, MD, MACC
Howard C. Herrmann, MD, FACC
Nurse Planner:
Michele Langenfeld, RN, MS
Course Overview:
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery and the
American College of Cardiology once again are partnering
to bring together CT surgeons and cardiologists in a cooper-
ative, case-based course to address the rapid advances in the
treatment of valvular heart disease. With the tradition of in-
teractivity and practical decision making, the unique Heart
Valve Summit is designed to engage participants in discus-
sions, debates, and potential controversies surrounding
real-world cases using renowned faculty on the cuttingrdiovascular Surgery c Volume 144, Number 1 289
